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APRIL can be a beautiful
month and the vegetable
garden starts to get busy.
We’ve had a good spell of fine
weather and, if this continues,
you may need to water small
plants and seedlings. Surface
soil can go from soggy to dry
in a couple of warm weeks
and raised beds dry out faster
than unraised ones. A light
sandy soil drains faster than 
a heavy clay soil and beds on a
slope can soon loose moisture.
Outdoor beds are usually fine
left to their own devices pro-
vided April showers do their 
bit – keep an eye on things and
don’t be afraid to use a hose-
pipe if needed.

Greenhouse tempera-
tures

Temperatures can soar un-
der cover on a bright sunny
day. Use thermometers and
open doors and windows to

Protect seeds from snails and slugs
Gardening

Joyce Russell

Joyce (and her canine pal Millie) suggest using a duvet to reduce energy costs on a propa-
gator in the polytunnel. (Photos: Ben Russell)

cool things as needed. No
plants like the swing between
30C daytime levels followed
by nights that are in low single
digits.

Ventilation is crucial if you
want to keep the spread of
moulds and mildews to a min-
imum. Always leave doors
open if you are out for the day
– cloud cover can move away
quickly and your greenhouse
can become a sauna.

Watering is important now

too. Make sure plants get what
they need and spray over head
to cool things down if temper-
atures rise to high.

Protect early blossom
Some fruit trees and bush-

es start to open fruit buds in
April and at this stage they
can be vulnerable. Sunny days
can be followed by cold nights
and late season frosts seem to
become more common. Cover
trees, or a few branches, on 

apple, pear, plum and cherry
trees if a hard frost is fore-
cast. A wall-trained tree can 
be draped with a sheet – the
air between the wall and the
sheet will stay a couple of de-
grees warmer than if the tree
wasn’t covered.

Raspberries, currants and 
blueberries seem hardier and
the blossom doesn’t suffer
in an average April. Straw-
berries should be covered on
frosty nights if plants are out-

AS the weather starts to im-
prove and spring has truly
sprung, we can start to turn 
our thoughts to the longer
days and we can finally think
of opening the doors and
spending more time outside.

Our gratitude for outdoor 
space has been so height-
ened that we are now invest-
ing much more into making 
gardens an extension of our 
home.

Current trends show that
we will be upping the ante in
how we furnish and style these
areas, swapping tired old deck
chairs for stylish furniture
that focuses on comfort.

Whether you want space to
entertain in the summer or
somewhere quiet to unwind
in the sunshine, it’s important
to pick the pieces that match
how you like to enjoy the out-
doors.

There’s so much to choose
from, everything from rattan,
cast aluminium, wooden fur-
niture and hammocks.

Don’t let space stop you
catching some rays either. Bis-
tro sets are a cute and compact
option for patios, balconies
and smaller gardens. They’re
also easy to keep stored away
in the colder months.

Having said that, most
garden furniture is designed 
to survive the elements and
doesn’t need to be stored
away. You may still want to
invest in covers though for
added protection, especially
if you’ve made an investment.

If you just enjoy sitting out
amongst the greenery, then
a garden bench is a classic
option.

A picnic table is a great
choice for families, while sun
loungers are the ultimate
treat, even if we may not get
to use that often!

• If you need help planning
your perfect outdoor space
contact Lauraine on 086
8657360, or follow her Face-
book page ine anish.

Interiors
Quick tips for your 
home with 
Lauraine Farley

Looking ahead to
lazy summer days

A simple bench or a bistro set can suit smaller spaces. 

doors and in flower. Green-
house strawberries should
have enough protection.

A bit more covering
My garden looks like it is

tucked up in bed at this time
of year. I have crop cover over
potatoes, onions, and garlic. 
Pea and bean rows are covered
too and the newly prepared
beetroot and carrot beds can
be covered so they warm up 
before planting.

The covers protect what is
growing underneath, so wind,
frost, heavy rain and birds do
less damage. Covers will be
removed when temperatures
settle into a benign regime.
At that stage, young plants
should be growing strongly.

I have a large propagator in
my polytunnel. This is usually
uncovered during the day and
at night it can be set to main-
tain a required temperature. 
Bearing in mind that energy 
prices are rising to ridiculous
levels, I cover the thin prop-
agator cover with a thick du-
vet at night – this keeps the
contents warm while saving
on electricity. Remove any
light-excluding cover in the
morning so plants aren’t kept

in darkness for longer than
needed..

Sowing and growing
Sow salad leaves and spin-

ach where you want them to
grow. Seedlings come up in a
few days – protect from slugs
in the early stages.

Brussels sprouts and leeks 
that were sown in small trays,
can be moved to deeper tubs
of compost as soon as they
are big enough. Plants need 
enough nutrients to get some
growing done before they are
planted outdoors so don’t re-
strict root growth.

Tomatoes, peppers and
aubergines should be strong 
little plants in their 8cm pots.
Move them into larger pots to
keep them growing steadily
until they are planted.

Courgettes sown in pots
now will be ready to plant out-
doors when things are warm-
er. Keep moving to bigger pots
as needed – plants won’t suf-
fer and they can be protected
until it is safe to plant in the
garden.

You can still sow parsnips 
early in April. They won’t grow
as big roots as earlier sowings
but they may avoid canker.

Start courgettes in pots for outdoor planting.Protect blossom on fruit trees if hard frost is forecast.

• Tomatoes are thirsty plants and compost can dry out in the
base of the pot if you use a heated mat. Stand pots in a bowl
of water once a week so water gets where it is needed.
• Greenfly can cause leaf curl and thinning top growth on
peppers. Squash what greenfly you can without damaging
the plant and spray the rest with a soap and water solution.
• Hang old DVDs in fruit trees to keep bullfinches away from
the blossom. Anything that glitters and moves will deter
these shy birds and you should get some fruit from the re-
maining blossom.
• Slugs and snails are active now – protect emerging seed-
lings or they may be eaten before you realise they have 
popped through the soil. Carrots and lettuce are firm favour-
ites.

Troubleshooting problems
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Upgrade your current blinds or fit new ones with 
Burke’s of Bantry

Make life easier with motorised blinds

Burke’s of Bantry are your 
one-stop-shop for the sale and 
fitting of motorised blinds. 
Whether you want to upgrade 
your current blinds or fit new 
motorised ones, Burke’s of 
Bantry will do all the work 
for you.

Motorised blinds have a 
range of benefits including 
safety, longevity and ease of 
use.

‘The big benefit is child 
safety’, says Jessie Hegarty, 
owner of Burke’s of Bantry.

‘Motorised blinds eliminate 
chains completely. They are 
also easier to use, and you 
will end up using your blinds 
more’.

‘Instead of coming into the 
kitchen every morning and 
having to open your blinds 
individually by hand, you can 
push a button, walk away and 
put the kettle on instead’.

The ease of use is great 
for elderly people and the 
longevity of the product is also 
one of the main advantages.

‘I fitted motorised blinds 
in a conservatory about ten 
years ago. I took a video at 
the time and use it to show 
customers how these blinds 
work. I was back in the same 
house recently and I went 
into the conservatory to 
take an updated video. The 
blinds were as good as they 
were when I first put them in. 
Nobody has been handling 
them, so they were practically 
as good as new’.

‘There is an initial cost in 
motorising the blinds, but they 
will last. It makes financial 
sense’, adds Jessie.

There is no need for wiring 
for motorised blinds. They run 
on a combination of battery 
technology and Bluetooth. 
The battery is rechargeable 
and will last between four 
and five months. It is charged 
using a lead that is plugged in, 
similar to charging a phone. A 
switch on the wall works via 
Bluetooth and will allow you to 
operate blinds individually or 
collectively.

Jessie and his team will come 
onsite to motorise your current 
blinds, or they can also fit new 
blinds.

Burke’s of Bantry are 
specialists in the sale and fitting 
of Luxaflex motorised blinds. 

For more details, visit www.
burkesshop.ie, call 027-
54310 or email shopping@
burkesbantry.ie


